
Response to the European Commission's consultation on industrial carbon management. 
 
Carbon management technologies are important supplementary measures for decreasing 
emissions 
 
The Confederation of Swedish Enterprise strongly supports the EU’s goal of achieving climate neutrality 
by 2050 as well as the 2030 interim emission reduction ambitions set out through the ‘Fit for 55’ 
legislative package. As part of the efforts to reach this goal, the businesses must – and will – play an 
essential role in delivering the required capital, technologies, products and innovations. While the 
Confederation sees significant opportunities for businesses in the transition to climate neutrality, it is 
also important that the fundamental principles of cost efficiency and competitiveness - as enshrined in 
the EU Climate Law and the European Green Deal – act as the guide for the EU process as it 
progresses. Ambitious climate actions can be combined with a high level of competitiveness of European 
industry, along with continued prosperity and growth of the EU market. These are the key components 
of a sustainable transition. 
 
Reducing GHG emissions sufficiently to meet the EU climate neutrality target by 2050 should, of course, 
remain the highest priority of the EU’s climate policy. However, carbon management technologies 
(capture, storage and uses) are important supplementary measures for addressing those emissions that 
are hard to abate; for example, in the cement industry. The need to deploy carbon management 
technologies in order to obtain the goal of climate neutrality has been confirmed by - among others - the 
UN IPCC, the IEA and the European Commission. The Confederation of Swedish Enterprise therefore 
feels that it is appropriate to analyse how carbon management technologies can best contribute to cost-
efficient decarbonisation and negative emissions.  
 
Currently, under the proposal for a Net Zero Industry Act, carbon management technologies are 
recognised as strategic net-zero technologies. At the same time, carbon management technologies in 
the EU currently face a number of barriers. Currently, there is no comprehensive EU strategy for 
addressing these challenges and for ensuring the adequate deployment of carbon management 
technologies and necessary infrastructure within those hard-to-abate sectors in the EU. The 
Confederation of Swedish Enterprise therefore supports the expected publication of an EU strategy for 
creating a single market for carbon management technologies.  
 
It is important, however, that any such strategy should at address - at minimum - the following issues: 
 

• Incentivise the development of a CO2 transport and storage network with the EU and the EEA.  
• Develop the European carbon management technology value chains further, by having the EU 

take a coordinating role and - for example - guaranteeing knowledge sharing of carbon 
management projects. 

• Clarify the rules for measuring, reporting and meeting quality standards for carbon management 
technologies.  
 


